Grand Valley State University

JOHN T. BATCHELDER POLITICAL SCIENCE SCHOLARSHIP
The John T. Batchelder Political Science Scholarship honors John Thayer Batchelder who served as a Grand Valley State University professor until his retirement in 1997. 

Dr. Batchelder’s tenure with GVSU spanned nearly three decades, from 1969 to 1997. During this time he brought his student-focused teaching methods to courses in American Government, American Foreign Policy, Politics of Western Europe, Politics of the Soviet Union and Politics of Eastern Europe. He also occasionally taught freshman English classes. A course of his design, Great Decisions, combined a lecture series of the same name presented in Grand Rapids with lively classroom discussion and preparation of thoughtful student journals.

Dr. Batchelder’s interest in international cultures and political affairs, delight in adventure and belief that direct experience adds greatly to student learning led him to organize and lead several overseas study programs within the Political Science Department. He developed curriculum and facilitated the travel of more than 80 students to Russia and Poland from 1976-1990. The programs were coordinated with universities in the host countries and provided GVSU students an opportunity to interact with overseas peers and political and business leaders. Dr. Batchelder especially enjoyed these programs and the lasting friendships he developed with the students who participated.

In fact, Dr. Batchelder often pointed to his interactions with students within and outside of the classroom as the most satisfying part of his career. He served on the Newspaper Advisory Board to The Lanthorn, GVSU’s student-run newspaper from 1984-1994. Good writing, a life-long interest of Dr. Batchelder’s, spilled over into his classroom expectations of student term papers and extracurricular endeavors such as The Lanthorn. He also encouraged and assisted exceptional students in applying for prestigious awards, such as the Rhodes Scholar Awards and other post-graduate distinctions. 

Until his death in April 2006, Dr. Batchelder continued to sing the praises of a GVSU education and regularly corresponded with former students who, through meaningful shared experiences, became his friends.  

Dr. Batchelder’s family is proud of his accomplishments at GVSU and the devotion to political science education that they represent, and is pleased to have instituted this political science scholarship in his name. We believe Dr. Batchelder would be happy, as well, to help pave the way for more students’ adventures in learning.

A. Qualifications: Candidates for the scholarship must meet the following criteria:
1. Be entering their Junior year carrying a minimum of 55 credit hours.

2. Enrolled with full or part-time status as a Political Science major, degree-seeking student.  

3. Have an overall cumulative grade point average of 3.3 or greater (4.0 system) and an average GPA of 3.3 in prior Political Science courses as determined by the Political Science Department. Recipients shall be making satisfactory academic progress according to the norms established by the University and the Political Science Department.

4. Demonstration of financial need is not required although should the top candidates have equal academic qualifications, financial need may be considered. Candidates who wish financial need to be considered must file the Free Application for Federal Student Aid.

5. Transfer candidates must be accepted by Grand Valley State University for enrollment and recipients must be attending the University to be eligible to receive this scholarship. 

B. Scholarship Specifications:
1. Scholarships will be awarded annually provided there are candidates who meet the criteria. Award amounts and numbers will be determined by funds available from year to year.

2. Scholarships may be renewed without reapplication provided the student continues to meet the qualifications stated herein. This scholarship may be received for a maximum of four semesters. The Political Science Department and the Financial Aid Office will monitor the recipients’ progress and scholastic achievement relative to renewal of this scholarship. 

C. Selection:  Recipients will be chosen by the Political Science Department scholarship committee in collaboration with the Financial Aid Office of Grand Valley State University.

D. Recognition: Recipients of and initiating donors to this scholarship will be recognized at the annual GVSU Scholarship Celebration Dinner. 
E. Acknowledgements:
1. Upon accepting the award, each recipient is encouraged to acknowledge his/her appreciation of the scholarship by communicating with Shirley Batchelder or her designate, or the university-appointed contact person for the scholarship.

2. In accepting the award, each recipient, acknowledging the generosity of the donor, is encouraged to make contributions to this scholarship if he/she is financially able after graduation.

John T. Batchelder Political Science Scholarship
APPLICATION FORM  
A total of $1,000 will be awarded to the recipient for academic year 2011-2012, renewable for a second year subject to terms of scholarship and availability of funds.
Name:  __________________________________________  G Number:  ___________________
Year in School:  __________________________ Credits Accumulated:  ____________________
Overall GVSU GPA:  ______________________  PLS major GPA:  _________________________
Major(s):  _____________________________________________________________________
Current Address:  _______________________________________________________________
                                             (Street)

______________________________________________________________________________
   (City)                                                                                                                                                        (State)                        (Zip)

Current E-mail Address: ____________________________
Please attach a GVSU transcript (unofficial or official)
Please attach an essay which meets the following guidelines: Maximum of one page, single-spaced, 12 point font. 
     Topic: US Special Forces recently killed Osama bin Laden. How should this event change US 

     foreign policy toward Afghanistan?
All application materials must be received by Norene Hendricks in the Political Science Department Office in Au Sable Hall by June 24, 2011. We will not accept electronic submissions. Materials may be mailed to:
Norene Hendricks

Grand Valley State University

Department of Political Science

1121 Au Sable Hall

Allendale, MI  49401
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